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FLATHEAD  WEATHER  MODIFICATION  PROPOSAL 

A  public  hearing  regarding  a  proposed  weather  modification  operation  in  the 
South  Fork  of  the  Flathead  drainage  will  be  October  30  in  Kalispell. 

The  operation  is  a  winter  cloud  seeding  effort  planned  for  November  1,  1973 
through  April  30,  1974.  The  application  for  a  license  and  permit  is  by  North  American 
Weather  Consultants,  a  private  firm  hired  by  the  Bonneville  Power  Administration. 

The  Montana  Wilderness  Association  and  The  Wilderness  Society  have  objected 
to  the  proposal.  They  say  the  program  would  violate  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964 
because  it  would  alter  the  natural  ecosystem  of  the  Bob  Marshall  Wilderness.  The 
snowfall  increase  on  critical  wintering  areas  would  have  an  "extremely  adverse 
effect"  on  elk  and  other  wildlife  species,  according  to  a  Wilderness  Society 
spokesman. 

The  circulation  of  the  draft  environmental  impact  statement,  as  required  by 
the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  (MEPA),  is  scheduled  to  begin  October  8-10. 
Parties  who  wish  to  receive  copies  of  the  draft  statement  should  write  to  Gary 
Wicks,  Director,  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena,  Mt.  59601. 


The  proposed  schedule  shortens  the  time  requirement  of  the  MEPA  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  Revised  Guidelines,  which  require  that  the  draft  statement  be 
available  to  the  public  at  least  30  days  before  the  relevant  hearing. 

The  Environmental  Quality  Council,  which  oversees  the  impact  statement  process, 
has  approved  shortening  the  30-day  requirement  to  19  days  because  of  efforts  by  the 
Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  (DNRC)  to  obtain  public  input 
about  the  proposal  by  holding  a  hearing  and  a  time-bind  of  DNRC  and  the  applicant. 

DNRC  received  the  application  for  the  permit  on  September  13  and  the  applicant 
wants  to  begin  the  program  on  November  1.  The  applicant  maintains  that  beginning 
seeding  operations  later  than  November  1  will  reduce  whatever  effectiveness  the 
weather  modification  program  may  have  in  alleviating  the  potential  energy  shortage 
this  winter. 

The  DNRC  proposed  schedule  for  review  of  the  application  sets  November  9  as 
the  date  for  beginning  circulation  of  the  final  environmental  impact  statement  and 
November  16  as  the  date  for  the  Board  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  decision 
on  the  permit  application. 

The  remainder  of  the  schedule  also  shortens  the  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
Revised  Guidelines  time  requirement.  The  EQC  has  not  endorsed  the  remainder  of  the 
proposed  schedule  because  it  is  yet  unclear  whether  the  schedule  allows  enough  time 
for  sufficient  agency  and  public  involvement  and  review. 
AERIAL  HUNTING 

Permits  for  aerial  hunting  of  coyotes  and  foxes  for  the  protection  of  live- 
stock may  be  available  from  the  Department  of  Livestock  beginning  November  4. 

The  livestock  department  proposes  to  adopt  rules  allowing  the  permits  without 
filing  an  environmental  impact  statement  or  scheduling  a  public  hearing. 


The  rules  include: 

--who  may  apply  for  a  permit; 

—time  lengths  of  permits; 

--monthly  reports  on  daily  hunts; 

--revocation  of  permits; 

--weapons  allowed; 

--pilot  and  gunner  responsibilities. 

The  rules  do  not  include: 

—detailed  explanation  of  why  they  were  adopted; 

—the  number  of  animals  allowed  to  be  taken; 

--specific  prohibition  or  limitation  of  aerial  hunting  in  certain  areas: 

—enforcement:  revocation  of  the  permit  is  the  only  enforcement  for 

violations. 

Comments  about  the  proposed  action,  which  was  announced  September  25  in  the 

Montana  Administrative  Register,  must  be  received  by  the  livestock  department  by 

October  12  in  order  to  be  considered. 

Parties  who  wish  to  comment  about  the  proposed  rules  should  write  to  William 

G.  Cheney,  Administrator,  Department  of  Livestock,  Brands-Enforcement  Division, 

Helena,  Mt. ,  59601  or  call  449-2044. 

Requests  for  a  public  hearing  on  the  proposed  rules  must  be  received  by 

October  12  by  Cheney.  If  the  department  receives  requests  from  more  than  10  percent 

of  or  25  or  more  persons  directly  affected,  a  hearing  will  be  scheduled. 

NEW  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENTS 

STATE 

Date  Received  Subject         Lead  Agency 

9-19-73       Deer  Meadows  Subdivision  near  Kali  spell      HES  D 

in  Flathead  County. 


STATE 

Date  Received  Subject         Lead  Agency 

9-19-73       Reserve  Drive  Estates  Subdivision  located    HES         F 
approx.  hjnii,  W.  of  Flathead  River,  &  h  Klspl. 

mi.  N.  of  US  Hwy.  2,  3%  mi .  NE  of  Kalispell. 
48  acres- 

9-21-73       Cascade  Subdivision  in  Madison  Co.  707.86   HES         D 
acres  • 

C  -  Commented  upon  HES  -  Dept.  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 

D  -  Draft  statement 
:W  -  Emergency  Waiver 
F  -  Final  statement 
N  -  Negative  declaration 


